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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON MIDDLE EAST IN CLINTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS OFFICIAL TEXT OF EXCERPTS ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST FROM WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID MARCH 16 AT 
THE TOWN MEETING IN CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS. WE ALSO 
INCLUDE PRESS GUIDANCE WHICH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND 
WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMEN ARE USING MARCH 17 IN RESPONSE 
TO PRESS QUERIES ABOUT THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON A 
PALESTINIAN "HOMELAND.'' UNLESS THERE ARE OVERRIDING 
REASONS NOT TO DO SO, POSTS SHOULD BRING TO THE 
ATTENTION OF HOST GOVERNMENTS AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL 
BOTH THE EXCERPTED REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRESS 
GUIDANCE. 
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2. EXCERPTED REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST: 

BEGIN QUOTE - I THINK ALL OF YOU KNOW THAT THERE HAS 
BEEN EITHER WAR OR POTENTIAL WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST FOR 
THE LAST 29 YEARS, EVER SINCE ISRAEL BECAME A NATION. I 
THINK ONE OF THE FINEST ACTS OF THE WORLD'S NATION THAT 
HAS EVER OCCURRED, WAS TO ESTABLISH THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

SO THE FIRST PREREQUISITE OF A LASTING PEACE IS THE 
RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL BY HER NEIGHBORS; ISRAEL'S 
RIGHT TO EXIST; ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST PERMANENTLY; 

ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST IN PEACE. THAT MEANS THAT OVER 
A PERIOD OF MONTHS OR YEARS THAT THE BORDERS BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND SYRIA, ISRAEL AND LEBANON, ISRAEL AND JORDAN, 
ISRAEL AND EGYPT MUST BE OPENED UP TO TRAVEL, TO TOURISM. 

TO CULTURAL EXCHANGE, TO TRADE, SO THAT NO MATTER WHO 
THE LEADERS MIGHT BE IN THOSE COUNTRIES THE PEOPLE THEM- 
SELVES WILL HAVE FORMED A MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND 
COMPREHENSION AND A SENSE OF A COMMON PURPOSE TO AVOID THE 
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REPETITIOUS WARS AND DEATHS THAT HAVE AFFECTED THAT 
REGION SO LONG. THAT IS THE FIRST PREREQUISITE OF PEACE. 

THE SECOND ONE IS VERY IMPORTANT. THE SECOND ONE IS VERY 
IMPORTANT AND VERY DIFFICULT; THAT IS, THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF PERMANENT BORDERS FOR ISRAEL. THE ARAB COUNTRIES THINK 
ISRAEL MUST WITHDRAW TO THE PRE-1967 BORDERLINES. ISRAEL 
SAYS THAT THEY MUST ADJUST THOSE LINES TO SOME DEGREE 
TO INSURE THEIR OWN SECURITY. THAT IS A MATTER TO BE 
NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE ARAB COUNTRIES ON THE ONE SIDE AND 
ISRAEL ON THE OTHER. 

BUT BORDERS ARE STILL A MATTER OF GREAT TROUBLE AND A 
MATTER OF GREAT DIFFICULTY. AND THERE ARE STRONG 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION NOW. 

AND THE THIRD ULTIMATE REQUIREMENT FOR PEACE IS TO DEAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WITH THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. THE PALESTINIANS CLAIM 
UP TO THIS MOMENT THAT ISRAEL HAS NO RIGHT TO BE THERE, 

THAT THE LAND BELONGS TO THE PALESTINIANS AND THEY HAVE 
NEVER YET GIVEN UP THEIR PUBLICLY PROFESSED COMMITMENT 
TO DESTROY ISRAEL. THAT HAS TO BE OVERCOME. 

THERE HAS TO BE A HOMELAND PROVIDED FOR THE PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEES WHO HAVE SUFFERED FOR MANY, MANY YEARS. AND THE 
EXACT WAY TO SOLVE THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IS ONE THAT 
FIRST OF ALL ADDRESSES ITSELF RIGHT NOW TO THE ARAB 
COUNTRIES AND THEN, SECONDLY, TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
NEGOTIATING WITH ISRAEL. 

THOSE THREE MAJOR ELEMENTS HAVE GOT TO BE SOLVED BEFORE 
A MIDDLE EASTERN SOLUTION CAN BE PRESCRIBED. 

I WANT TO EMPHASIZE ONE MORE TIME, WE OFFER OUR GOOD 
OFFICES. I THINK IT IS ACCURATE TO SAY THAT OF ALL THE 
NATIONS IN THE WORLD WE ARE THE ONE THAT IS MOST 
TRUSTED, NOT COMPLETELY, BUT MOST TRUSTED BY THE ARAB 

COUNTRIES AND ISRAEL. I GUESS BOTH SIDES HAVE SOME 
DOUBT ABOUT US. BUT WE WILL HAVE TO ACT KIND OF AS A 
CATALYST TO BRING ABOUT THEIR ABILITY TO NEGOTIATE 
SUCCESSFULLY WITH ONE ANOTHER. 

WE HOPE THAT LATER ON THIS YEAR IN THE LATTER PART OF THE 
YEAR WE MIGHT GET ALL OF THESE PARTIES TO AGREE TO COME 
TOGETHER AT GENEVA, TO START TALKING TO ONE ANOTHER. THEY 
HAVEN'T DONE THAT YET. AND I BELIEVE IF WE CAN GET THEM 
TO SIT DOWN AND START TALKING AND NEGOTIATING, THAT WE 
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HAVE AN EXCELLENT CHANCE TO ACHIEVE PEACE. I CAN'T 
GUARANTEE THAT. IT IS A HOPE. 

I HOPE THAT WE WILL ALL PRAY THAT THAT WILL COME TO PASS 
BECAUSE WHAT HAPPENS IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN THE FUTURE 
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MIGHT VERY WELL CAUSE A MAJOR WAR THERE WHICH WOULD 
QUICKLY SPREAD TO ALL THE OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD, VERY 
POSSIBILY IT COULD DO THAT. 

MANY COUNTRIES DEPEND COMPLETELY ON OIL FROM THE MIDDLE 
EAST FOR THEIR LIFE. WE DON'T. IF ALL OIL WAS CUT OFF TO 
US FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, WE COULD SURVIVE, BUT JAPAN 
IMPORTS MORE THAN 98 PERCENT OF ALL ITS ENERGY AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES LIKE IN EUROPE - GERMANY, ITALY, 

FRANCE - ARE ALSO HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON OIL FROM THE 
MIDDLE EAST. 

SO THIS IS SUCH A CRUCIAL AREA OF THE WORLD THAT I WILL 
BE DEVOTING A MAJOR PART OF MY OWN TIME ON FOREIGN 
POLICY BETWEEN NOW AND NEXT FALL TRYING TO PROVIDE FOR A 
FORUM WITHIN WHICH THEY CAN DISCUSS THEIR PROBLEMS, AND 
HOPEFULLY LET THEM SEEK OUT AMONG THEMSELVES SOME 
PERMANENT SOLUTION. 

JUST MAYBE AS BRIEFLY AS I COULD, THAT IS THE BEST 
ANSWER I CAN GIVE YOU TO THAT QUESTION. END QUOTE. 

3. PRESS GUIDANCE BEING USED BY SPOKESMEN IN RESPONSE 
TO PRESS QUERIES: 

BEGIN QUOTE - Q. HASN’T THE PRESIDENT S STATEMENT 
ESTABLISHED A NEW POLICY TOWARD THE PALESTINIANS, 
PARTICULARLY HIS CALL FOR A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND? 

A. I THINK WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 

AS THE PRESIDENT MADE CLEAR, HIS REMARKS DO NOT IMPLY 
THAT THE U.S. IS TAKING A POSITION ON WHAT FORM A 

SOLUTION SHOULD TAKE. IF YOU READ THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
YOU WILL SEE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM MUST BE RESOLVED BY NEGOTIATIONS 
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BETWEEN THE ARAB COUNTRIES AND ISRAEL. END QUOTE 
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1 . FOLLOWING IS OFFICIAL TEXT OF EXCERPTS ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST FROM WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID MARCH 16 AT 
THE TOWN MEETING IN CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS. WE ALSO 
INCLUDE PRESS GUIDANCE WHICH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND 
WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMEN ARE USING MARCH 17 IN RESPONSE 
TO PRESS QUERIES ABOUT THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON A 
PALESTINIAN "HOMELAND." UNLESS THERE ARE OVERRIDING 
REASONS NOT TO DO SO, POSTS SHOULD BRING TO THE 
ATTENTION OF HOST GOVERNMENTS AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL 
BOTH THE EXCERPTED REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRESS 
GUIDANCE. 

2. EXCERPTED REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST: 

BEGIN QUOTE - I THINK ALL OF YOU KNOW THAT THERE HAS 
BEEN EITHER WAR OR POTENTIAL WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST FOR 
THE LAST 29 YEARS, EVER SINCE ISRAEL BECAME A NATION. I 
THINK ONE OF THE FINEST ACTS OF THE WORLD S NATION THAT 
HAS EVER OCCURRED, WAS TO ESTABLISH THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

SO THE FIRST PREREQUISITE OF A LASTING PEACE IS THE 
RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL BY HER NEIGHBORS; ISRAEL'S 
RIGHT TO EXIST; ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST PERMANENTLY; 

ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO EXIST IN PEACE. THAT MEANS THAT OVER 
A PERIOD OF MONTHS OR YEARS THAT THE BORDERS BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND SYRIA, ISRAEL AND LEBANON, ISRAEL AND IORDAN, 
ISRAEL AND EGYPT MUST BE OPENED UP TO TRAVEL, TO TOURISM. 

TO CULTURAL EXCHANGE, TO TRADE, SO THAT NO MATTER WHO 
THE LEADERS MIGHT BE IN THOSE COUNTRIES THE PEOPLE THEM- 
SELVES WILL HAVE FORMED A MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND 
COMPREHENSION AND A SENSE OF A COMMON PURPOSE TO AVOID THE 
REPETITIOUS WARS AND DEATHS THAT HAVE AFFECTED THAT 
REGION SO LONG. THAT IS THE FIRST PREREQUISITE OF PEACE. 

THE SECOND ONE IS VERY IMPORTANT. THE SECOND ONE IS VERY 
IMPORTANT AND VERY DIFFICULT; THAT IS, THE ESTABLISHMENT 
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OF PERMANENT BORDERS FOR ISRAEL. THE ARAB COUNTRIES THINK 
ISRAEL MUST WITHDRAW TO THE PRE-1967 BORDERLINES. ISRAEL 
SAYS THAT THEY MUST ADJUST THOSE LINES TO SOME DEGREE 
TO INSURE THEIR OWN SECURITY. THAT IS A MATTER TO BE 
NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE ARAB COUNTRIES ON THE ONE SIDE AND 
ISRAEL ON THE OTHER. 

BUT BORDERS ARE STILL A MATTER OF GREAT TROUBLE AND A 
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MATTER OF GREAT DIFFICULTY, AND THERE ARE STRONG 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION NOW. 

AND THE THIRD ULTIMATE REQUIREMENT FOR PEACE IS TO DEAL 
WITH THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM. THE PALESTINIANS CLAIM 
UP TO THIS MOMENT THAT ISRAEL HAS NO RIGHT TO BE THERE, 

THAT THE LAND BELONGS TO THE PALESTINIANS AND THEY HAVE 
NEVER YET GIVEN UP THEIR PUBLICLY PROFESSED COMMITMENT 
TO DESTROY ISRAEL. THAT HAS TO BE OVERCOME. 

THERE HAS TO BE A HOMELAND PROVIDED FOR THE PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEES WHO HAVE SUFFERED FOR MANY, MANY YEARS. AND THE 
EXACT WAY TO SOLVE THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM IS ONE THAT 
FIRST OF ALL ADDRESSES ITSELF RIGHT NOW TO THE ARAB 
COUNTRIES AND THEN, SECONDLY, TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
NEGOTIATING WITH ISRAEL. 

THOSE THREE MAJOR ELEMENTS HAVE GOT TO BE SOLVED BEFORE 
A MIDDLE EASTERN SOLUTION CAN BE PRESCRIBED. 

I WANT TO EMPHASIZE ONE MORE TIME, WE OFFER OUR GOOD 
OFFICES. I THINK IT IS ACCURATE TO SAY THAT OF ALL THE 
NATIONS IN THE WORLD WE ARE THE ONE THAT IS MOST 
TRUSTED, NOT COMPLETELY, BUT MOST TRUSTED BY THE ARAB 

COUNTRIES AND ISRAEL. I GUESS BOTH SIDES HAVE SOME 
DOUBT ABOUT US. BUT WE WILL HAVE TO ACT KIND OF AS A 
CATALYST TO BRING ABOUT THEIR ABILITY TO NEGOTIATE 
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SUCCESSFULLY WITH ONE ANOTHER. 

WE HOPE THAT LATER ON THIS YEAR IN THE LATTER PART OF THE 
YEAR WE MIGHT GET ALL OF THESE PARTIES TO AGREE TO COME 
TOGETHER AT GENEVA, TO START TALKING TO ONE ANOTHER. THEY 
HAVEN'T DONE THAT YET. AND I BELIEVE IF WE CAN GET THEM 
TO SIT DOWN AND START TALKING AND NEGOTIATING, THAT WE 
HAVE AN EXCELLENT CHANCE TO ACHIEVE PEACE. I CAN'T 
GUARANTEE THAT. IT IS A HOPE. 

I HOPE THAT WE WILL ALL PRAY THAT THAT WILL COME TO PASS 
BECAUSE WHAT HAPPENS IN THE MIDDLE EAST IN THE FUTURE 
MIGHT VERY WELL CAUSE A MAJOR WAR THERE WHICH WOULD 
QUICKLY SPREAD TO ALL THE OTHER NATIONS OF THE WORLD, VERY 
POSSIBILY IT COULD DO THAT. 

MANY COUNTRIES DEPEND COMPLETELY ON OIL FROM THE MIDDLE 
EAST FOR THEIR LIFE. WE DON'T. IF ALL OIL WAS CUT OFF TO 
US FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, WE COULD SURVIVE, BUT JAPAN 
IMPORTS MORE THAN 98 PERCENT OF ALL ITS ENERGY AND 
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OTHER COUNTRIES LIKE IN EUROPE - GERMANY, ITALY, 

FRANCE - ARE ALSO HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON OIL FROM THE 
MIDDLE EAST. 

SO THIS IS SUCH A CRUCIAL AREA OF THE WORLD THAT I WILL 
BE DEVOTING A MAIOR PART OF MY OWN TIME ON FOREIGN 
POLICY BETWEEN NOW AND NEXT FALL TRYING TO PROVIDE FOR A 
FORUM WITHIN WHICH THEY CAN DISCUSS THEIR PROBLEMS, AND 
HOPEFULLY LET THEM SEEK OUT AMONG THEMSELVES SOME 
PERMANENT SOLUTION. 

JUST MAYBE AS BRIEFLY AS I COULD, THAT IS THE BEST 
ANSWER I CAN GIVE YOU TO THAT QUESTION. END QUOTE. 

3. PRESS GUIDANCE BEING USED BY SPOKESMEN IN RESPONSE 
TO PRESS QUERIES: 
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BEGIN QUOTE - Q. HASN’T THE PRESIDENT S STATEMENT 
ESTABLISHED A NEW POLICY TOWARD THE PALESTINIANS, 
PARTICULARLY HIS CALL FOR A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND? 

A. I THINK WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 

AS THE PRESIDENT MADE CLEAR, HIS REMARKS DO NOT IMPLY 
THAT THE U.S. IS TAKING A POSITION ON WHAT FORM A 

SOLUTION SHOULD TAKE. IF YOU READ THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
YOU WILL SEE THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM MUST BE RESOLVED BY NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE ARAB COUNTRIES AND ISRAEL. END QUOTE 
VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPEECHES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE059605 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GFSHERMAN:RGH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770092-0194 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770348/aaaabpzr.tel 

Line Count: 422 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2c087db6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 8 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3074231 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ON MIDDLE EAST IN CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: ABU DHABI ALGIERS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2c087db6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



